IS THE BIBLE ANTI-SEMITIC?
By Brett Hickey

We received the following question from London,
England: “Is the Bible anti-Semitic?” Unless you are
a Jew, you may not have ever carefully considered
the question; for many Jews, however, this is a
major obstacle to Christianity.

No book is more pro-Semitic than the Bible, and
yet, no book is more anti-Semitic. Because the
Jews play such a central role in the Scriptures and
so much is shared about so many lJews, it is
inevitable, as it would be with any nationality, that
much positive and much negative is revealed
against the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. The Bible, though, is fair in its depiction of
these people.

e The only man ever to live a sinless life was a Jew
named Jesus.

e The only man to be the Son of God was also a
Jew.

e The twelve apostles were Jews.

e The meekest man on the earth was a Jew --
Moses (Numbers 12:3).

e The wisest man on the earth was a Jew --
Solomon (1 Kings 4:31).

e The gospel was first preached to the Jews in Acts
chapert 2.
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e Romans 1:16, "For | am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to
salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew
first and also for the Greek."

The apostle Paul anticipated a similar question
when he wrote in Romans 3:1-2, "What advantage
then has the Jew, or what is the profit of
circumcision? Much in every way! Chiefly because
to them were committed the oracles of God." He
adds in Romans 9:2-5, "l have great sorrow and
continual grief in my heart. For | could wish that |
myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren,
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my countrymen according to the flesh, who are Israelites, to
whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the
giving of the law, the service of God, and the promises; of
whom are the fathers and from whom, according to the
flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed
God."

The bottom line is that "all have sinned" (Romans 3:9, 19-20,
23, 29-30) and all need the forgiveness that is to be found
only in Jesus. The Holy Spirit makes this clear in Romans
10:12, "For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek,
for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him."

The Bible may seem anti-Semitic because it is so focused on
the Jewish nation. We see the best and the worst of man in
the Jews we read about in the Bible. Jesus threatened the
Jewish system and the powers that be with his miraculous
demonstration of power and confrontation of wrong
practices. By overturning the tables of the moneychangers,
He exposed the greed of those in power and angered them
to the point that they felt compelled to destroy Him. Still,
the Holy Spirit through the Apostle Paul, prioritized
preaching the gospel to the Jews.

Audio / video library, transcripts and other information )
can be found at:
www.LetTheBibleSpeak.com

Check out Let the Bible Speak on Facebook. Post
questions and interact with Brett Hickey and others at:
www.facebook.com/LBSunityseeker
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Watch videos of our program at:
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Free Informational Booklets
are Available

To help you gain a better understanding
of God's will for you, we're happy to
provide the following booklets for free.
Please contact us by phone, mail or visit
our website to request one or all of
these booklets.

e The Lord's Supper: Unity in One Loaf
and One Cup

e |n Search of the Lord's Church

e The Blood of the Lamb

We support Brett Hickey’s message, and the truths taught in the Bible for all mankind. We assist bringing this TV program to the north
Texas area, and are glad you have watched the program! We would like you to visit any of our worship services!

'
Allen

East Allen CHURCH OF CHRIST

1008 E. Exchange Parkway

Allen, TX

Arlington

CHURCH OF CHRIST on Green Oaks
4601 S. W. Green Oaks Blvd.
Arlington, TX

Bridgeport

East Mound CHURCH OF CHRIST
Highway 2123, 1.5 miles south of town
Bridgeport, TX

Canton

Phalba CHURCH OF CHRIST

Hwy 198 between Maybank & Canton
at Hwy 316 intersection

Phalba, TX

Cleburne

South Walnut CHURCH OF CHRIST
306 South Walnut Street
Cleburne, TX

Dallas

Dallas CHURCH OF CHRIST
122 Carol Lane

Red Oak, TX

Dallas (Spanish speaking services)
Dallas CHURCH OF CHRIST

2802 Walton Walker Boulevard
Dallas, TX

Duncanville

Duncanville CHURCH OF CHRIST
1615 Stratford Lane
Duncanville, TX

Fort Worth

Fossil Creek CHURCH OF CHRIST
3517 North Beach Street

Fort Worth, TX

Frisco

CHURCH OF CHRIST in Frisco
9201 North County Road
Frisco, TX

Grapevine

CHURCH OF CHRIST in Grapevine
713 North Lucas Drive
Grapevine, TX

Lewisville

Denton county CHURCH OF CHRIST
1305 S. Business State Highway 121,
Suite 105

Lewisville, TX

Mineral Wells

Mineral Wells CHURCH OF CHRIST
300 Southeast 15th Street

Mineral Wells, TX

Paris

Paris CHURCH OF CHRIST
35 13th Street S.E.

Paris, TX

Rockwall

Northview CHURCH OF CHRIST

NE corner of I-30 Frontage & Industrial
Blvd

Rockwall, TX

Weatherford

Bankhead Drive CHURCH OF CHRIST
2610 East Bankhead Drive
Weatherford, TX

~



http://www.letthebiblespeak.com/
http://www.facebook.com/LBSunityseeker
http://www.youtube.com/LetTheBibleSpeak
http://dcchurchofchrist.org/events



