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11/1 Sermon #1272 

“Just Your 
Interpretation” 

 
11/8 Sermon #1273 

“Infallible 
Interpretation?” 

 
11/15 Sermon #1274 

“Infallible 
Interpretation?” 

(Part 2) 
 

11/22 Sermon #1275 
Authorship of Hebrews 

 

11/29 Sermon #1276 
From Habakkuk to 

Hebrews 
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IRON SHARPENS IRON 
Ryan W. Spradley 
Formerly of Pohang, South Korea 

 
“As iron sharpens iron, So a man sharpens 
the countenance of his friend” (Proverbs 
27:17). 
 
In the year 67 BC, the Jewish queen, Salome 
Alexandra, died. Her two sons, Hyrcanus and 
Aristobulus, warred over 
who would inherit the 
throne in their mother’s 
absence. The brothers’ 
rivalry cost the Kingdom of 
Judea its independence four 
years later, a trophy of the 
Roman General Gnaeus 
Pompeius Magnus. 
 
The Apostle Paul was born roughly sixty 
years after that first Roman conquest of 
Jerusalem. Several decades later, in the sixth 
chapter of Ephesians, Paul pens the famous 
Armor of God passage. As the apostle was 
born into a kingdom no longer permitted to 
have a military, we know he is envisioning 
the equipment of the occupying Roman 
legionnaires with whom he was familiar. 
 
The lessons and applications of this insightful 
message, however, extend beyond the tools 
listed. By likening the facets of a well-
prepared Christian to the equipment of a 
legionnaire, Paul’s readers would naturally 
extend that metaphor to what the 
implications of being a soldier for Christ 
would mean. We will explore one of the 
most significant of those connections: the 
Christian’s need for fellowship. This need for 
a Christian is as essential as the Roman 
soldier’s need for his comrades.  
 
This idea is demonstrated through the 
military concept of Testudo, the Latin word 
for tortoise. In the Testudo formation, 
soldiers arranged themselves to form a 
packed square that presented a shield wall to 
all sides and above their heads, reminiscent 
of a turtle’s shell.  

In ancient times, most civilizations often 
relied on and celebrated the success of their 
mightiest warrior in battle. For example, the 
entire battle strategy of the Philistines 
hinged on the prowess of their one gigantic 
champion (1 Samuel 17)! 
 
The Roman mentality, however, was 
completely different. Their war machine was 
built on the mindset of the army fighting as 
one cooperative unit. They understood the 
value of their combined strength: in the 
same way, early Christians were admonished 
about the value of fellowship (Hebrews 
10:24-25). 
 
Fellowship allows us to support one another. 
That support can come through prayer (1 
Thessalonians 3:1), or it can manifest itself in 
joint physical ventures. Jesus sent the 
seventy in pairs (Luke 10:1-9, Priscilla and 
Aquilla sharpened Apollos (Acts 18:18-28), 
and even the Apostle Paul took companions 
on his missionary journeys.  
 
One of the most vivid pictures of this idea is 
in Philemon 1:24 where Paul uses the phrase 
“fellow laborers.” These simple words craft a 
powerful expression, one that carries with it 
notes of grueling work, sweat, struggle, 
dependence, and solidarity. The Christian 
lifestyle is not meant to be solitary: God has 
intentionally given us each other for 
fellowship. How can we have fellowship? The 
apostle suggests that it boils down to 
“esteeming others better” than ourselves 
(Philippians 2:1-4). 
 
Consider these practical applications of this 
passage: 
1. Christians must assume the best in one 

another. Certainly, in the age of digital 
communication this concept is even 
more essential. The Lord’s cause is never 
furthered by seeking arguments among 
our own ranks. 

2. Christians prize time spent in serving one 
another above time devoted to self. 
They look for ways to make themselves 
helpful. Meal-trains, grocery deliveries, a 
favorite dessert for cheering up—these 
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are simple ways to remind ourselves that a facet of 
being a Christian is simply being a good person. 

3. Christians visit those who cannot travel. Fellowship is 
intended to be a crucial part of Christianity. It must be 
brought to the sick and the shut-in (James 1:27). 

4. Finally, the most impactful way we can have fellowship 
may be simpler than one might think: Christians must 
spend personal time together in addition to their 
shared time of worship (Acts 2:40-47). Being the one to 
plan game nights, get-togethers, trips to the park, Bible 
studies, and coffee dates brings personal satisfaction. 

 
In the same way that Roman soldiers benefited by having 
their comrades next to them in battle, Paul is trying to 
hammer home how absolutely essential fellowship is to the 
child of God. The Apostle John gives one of the most 
beautiful insights into God’s view of the importance of 
fellowship in 1 John 1:1-4 where he equates brotherly 
fellowship to fellowship with God. May we always treasure 
this lifeline for its remarkable beauty and power. 
 
 
 
 
DOES JOHN 6:6 TEACH CALVINISM? 
A.K. Richardson 
Cave City, AR 
 
Calvinists believe God unconditionally chooses which 
individuals will have faith and which will 
not. The Bible never teaches this doctrine; 
yet one prooftext to which they appeal is 
John 6:44: "No one can come to Me unless 
the Father who sent Me draws him; and I 
will raise him up on the last day” (NASB). 
Calvinists mistakenly interpret this verse to 
mean that no one whom God has not 
chosen can believe in Christ.  
 
Earlier in the text, a crowd comes looking for Jesus, but He 
rebukes their motive. They are interested in His ability to 
produce food (v. 26). He goes on to say, “all that my Father 
gives me will come to me” (v. 37). Calvinists assume that 
this “giving” is unconditional and that it is accomplished 
through an irresistible means, a concept that is simply not 
taught anywhere in the passage. We must ask the 
question—how and whom does God give to Jesus? This 
question is answered in verses 44 and 45. 
 
No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me 
draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day. It is 
written in the prophets, 'AND THEY SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT 

BY GOD.' Therefore, everyone who has heard and learned 
from the Father, comes to Me (John 6:44-45). 
 
A comparison of verses 44, 45, and 65 shows that the 
“drawing” is the same as the “giving” (v. 37) and that this 
“giving” is accomplished through the Father’s teaching.  
Consistent with the overall teaching in the book of John, 
the Father draws people to Christ through truth. He draws 
through revelation, both the Old Testament scriptures and 
the teaching of Jesus Himself.  
 
During Jesus’ ministry on earth, those Jews who have 
learned from the Scriptures to fear the God of Israel are 
attracted to Jesus’ teaching. They recognize the Father in 
the Son. In the previous chapter, Jesus has told unbelieving 
Jews, “For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for 
he wrote about Me. But if you do not believe his writings, 
how will you believe My words?” (vv. 46-47). Jesus says 
they cannot believe Him because they do not seek honor 
from God (v. 44). In John’s Gospel, Jesus emphasizes 
repeatedly that He speaks His Father’s words and in His 
Father’s name.  
 
We see this “drawing” demonstrated also in Acts 16 when 
Paul preaches at Philippi. We read about Lydia who is called 
a “worshiper of God,” meaning she had learned about God 
from Judaism. When Paul preaches the Gospel, we are told, 
“The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by 
Paul” (Acts 16:14b).  
 
There is no need to assume, as many do, that this 
“opening” was some direct, miraculous work of the Spirit 
on her heart that enabled her to believe the Gospel. The 
text does not teach this idea. It was what she had learned 
about God from the Old Testament Scriptures that 
prepared her to believe the Gospel—the Lord used this 
method to open her heart. Her previous knowledge of God 
from His previous revelation through the Scriptures had 
prepared her for the Son, just as Paul says: “Therefore the 
Law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we may be 
justified by faith” (Galatians 4:24). The context indicates 
how the Old Testament law prepared those who learned 
from it to see the truth of Christ.  
 
Nothing in John 6 teaches Calvinism. The truth is that in 
God’s redemptive plan, those who learned to fear God 
from the revealed Scripture and to love the truth believed 
in the teaching of the Son. This teaching is even more 
pronounced in the Christian era in which the Old Testament 
revelation is combined with the New Testament revelation 
to bring lost souls to faith in Christ. “So then faith comes by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17). 
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FREE RESOURCES 

To request a free copy of any resource shown below, simply visit our website, www.letthebiblespeak.com/merchandise 
or send an email to unityseeker@hotmail.com. 

In Search of the Lord’s Church 
(24 page booklet) 

The Lord’s Supper 
Unity in One Loaf and One Cup 

(47 page booklet) 

The Truth Frees 
(six-lesson Bible study course) 

The Blood of the Lamb 
(13 page booklet) 
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