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THE DISOBEDIENCE OF DANIEL 
Carlos A. Rodriguez 
San Pedro Sula, Honduras 
 
Being a son or daughter of God has not 
always been easy. Everyone throughout the 
ages has faced difficulties that 
have tested his or her faith 
and obedience. One of my 
favorite books is Daniel, 
especially because it 
historically features four 
characters from among God's 
people who were taken 
captives in Babylon. Daniel was among 
them, and we will consider him from the 
book of Daniel chapter six. 
  
Some men of the kingdom were moved by 
envy against Daniel: they persuaded King 
Darius to sign a decree. What did that royal 
decree say?  ". . . that whoever petitions any 
god or man for thirty days, except you, O 
king, shall be cast into the den of 
lions” (Daniel 6:7b). 
 
What is the dilemma in this story? It is either 
obeying God or disobeying an order signed 
by King Darius. Daniel had to decide 
whether to continue praying to God or to 
refrain from praying for 30 days. What did 
he decide? He disobeyed, not God, but the 
royal commandment. Was this an act of 
madness?  Actually, many would say that it 
was foolish to go against a royal decree. It 
was crazy to dare to do something that 
would undoubtedly bring death. 
  
Those men could find no fault in Daniel 
personally nor in his faithfulness to God; 
they understood that the only way to defeat 
him was by forcing him to violate the law of 
the land (Daniel 6:4-5). 
 
Although it seemed like an act of madness, 
Daniel maintained his custom of praying to 
God: 
 
 Now when Daniel learned that the 
 decree  had been published, he went 
 home to his upstairs room where the 
 windows opened toward Jerusalem. 
 Three  times  a  day  he  got  down on his 

 
 knees and prayed, giving thanks to his 
 God, just as he had done before” (Daniel 
 6:10 NIV).  
 
Although Daniel’s actions may have seemed 
like insanity to others, they did not to God. 
 
Paul, centuries later, writes that the gospel 
and obedience to the commandments of 
God are foolishness to the unsaved: 
 
 For the message of the cross is 
 foolishness  to those who are perishing, 
 but to us who are being saved it is the 
 power of God….For since, in the wisdom 
 of God, the world through wisdom did 
 not  know God, it pleased God through 
 the  foolishness of the message 
 preached to save those who believe      
 (1  Corinthians 1:18, 21 NKJV). 
 
Paul poetically expresses the same idea 
when he writes his second epistle to the 
Corinthian church: 
 
 Now thanks be to God who always leads 
 us in triumph in Christ, and through us 
 diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge 
 in every place. For we are to God the 
 fragrance of Christ among those who 
 are  being saved and among those who 
 are  perishing (2 Corinthians 2:14-15).  
 
Daniel understood that he was disobeying 
an order from the king; but when weighing 
the consequences of disobeying God and 
disobeying the king, he chose to obey God. 
When Christians disobey a government 
order or decree, they must do so prudently. 
Why? Because they know they must obey 
the government unless it is in conflict with 
the law of God.  They further know there is 
no higher law than that of God. 
 
Was the danger for Daniel real? Definitely, 
yes. What was the danger? It was to be 
thrown into a pit full of lions, an act that 
meant certain death under normal 
circumstances.  Both Daniel and the king 
understood the danger of his disobeying the 
royal decree (Daniel 6:11-17). 
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Centuries later, Peter and the apostles of Jesus say, “It is 
necessary to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29), 
implying that the moment may come when Jesus' 
followers will disobey earthly authority to maintain 
obedience to heavenly authority―God. 
 
In conclusion, disobedience to civil authorities must be 
within God's parameters, that is, as allowed by God. 
Daniel's disobedience consisted of continuing to practice 
what he knew to be pleasing to God. And what happened? 
God freed Daniel from danger (Daniel 6:22, 23). What 
would you have done had you been in Daniel’s situation? 
 
 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES AND CHRIST’S DEITY 
A.K. Richardson | Cave City, AR 

I once had a study with two Jehovah’s Witnesses during 
which I asked one of them if it would be 
acceptable if I bowed down to him, 
exclaiming, “Worthy are you to receive 
honor, glory, and blessing”? His companion 
adamantly answered, “No, he’s not God.” I 
replied, “I agree, but you also say Jesus is not 
God; yet this message is what the multitude 
of angels proclaimed to Him in the Revelation letter”: 
  
 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the 
 living creatures and the elders the voice of many 
 angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands 
 of  thousands, saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the 
 Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and 
 wisdom  and might and honor and glory and 
 blessing!” (Revelation 5:11-12). 
 
The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society denies Jesus’ deity 
and subsequently rejects that He should be worshiped, but 
these two gentlemen well recognized the kind of worship 
in my question to be deserving of nobody other or less 
than God. They also recognized the dilemma they faced 
once they read in Revelation that such worship was 
offered to the “Lamb,” that is, Jesus, according to John 
1:29, 36.  
 
John the Revelator is quite precise when he describes what 
took place in the following majestic scene: 

 
And when he had taken the scroll, the four living 
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before 
the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full 
of incense, which are the prayers of the saints 
(Revelation 5:8).  

Why would the heavenly beings prostrate themselves 
before Jesus and worship Him when worship is reserved 
for God (Matthew 4:10; Acts 10:25-26; Revelation 19:10)? 
Other scriptures also reveal that numerous humans did the 
same, and Jesus did not rebuke them for so doing 
(Matthew 2:11; 15:25; 18:26; Luke 8:41; 17:16)?—Why?—
Because the Son is deity: “For in Him dwells all the fullness 
of the godhead bodily: (Colossians 2:9).  
 
The Revelator further reveals that Jesus is included in the 
worship given to the Father: 
 
 And every creature which is in heaven, and on the 
 earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, 
 and all  that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and 
 honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that 
 sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
 and ever (Revelation 5:13). 

 
What honor they give to the Father in this scene, they also 
give to His Son with Him. Would it not be a great evil to 
include together with God, in worship and praise, anyone 
unequal with Him—anyone less than God. Both the Father 
and the Lamb will be the heavenly temple (Revelation 
21:22), and both the Father and the Son will be the light of 
that temple, John says (Revelation 21:23). They are both 
the Creator (Ephesians 3:9; Colossians 1:16; 1 Timothy 
4:3); and with this fact, it is interesting that in Revelation 
4:10-11, the creative work is one of the causes of praise 
and worship offered to Him who “sat on the throne.” 
 
This worship is given to the Father and Jesus together, for 
They both are the Creator and They both “sit on the 
throne” (Revelation 22:3). Jesus and the Father are one. 
The “Witnesses” cannot sensibly deny this to be the case in 
these two verses. In fact, it is said that “for Thy pleasure 
they are and were created,” and the inspired Apostle Paul 
informs us that Jesus was the One by Whom and for 
Whom everything was created:  
 

For by him [Jesus] were all things created, that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers: all things were created by 
him, and for him (Colossians 1:16). 

 
By no means does this article cover the breadth of the 
biblical substance of the deity of Jesus Christ, but it 
certainly highlights the obvious equality of the Son and the 
Father. In Jesus, “the whole fullness of deity dwells 
bodily” (Colossians 2:9 ESV). Let us give praise, honor, and 
glory to both Jesus and the blessed Father! 
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To request a free copy of any resource shown below, simply visit our website, www.letthebiblespeak.com/merchandise 
or send an email to unityseeker@hotmail.com. 

In Search of the Lord’s Church 
(24 page booklet) 

The Lord’s Supper 
Unity in One Loaf and One Cup 

(47 page booklet) 

The Truth Frees 
(six-lesson Bible study course) 

The Blood of the Lamb 
(13 page booklet) 
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