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SAVED THROUGH THE PREACHED WORD 
Lester Kasambwe | Blantyre, Malawi  
 
As Jesus is about to ascend back to heaven, 
He says, “…Go into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature. He who believes 
and is baptized will be saved; but he who does 
not believe will be condemned” (Mark 16:15-
16). This charge is given so that the word 
would be preached.  
 
It will never be possible to 
produce faith without the 
preached word: “So then faith 
comes by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God” (Romans 
10:17). Man cannot be drawn 
from the world of sin unto God 
without hearing about Him. Even the devil 
knows this fact: that is the reason he tries 
his best to snatch away the word from 
people lest they believe in God and be saved 
(Luke 8:12). God draws the sinner unto 
Christ only through the power of the 
preached word.   
 
Jesus placed the preaching of the word as 
the first step in the process of man’s 
conversion, thus encouraging Christians to 
preach the Gospel. When we fail to preach to 
those who are lost, we are failing our duty in 
helping them attain salvation. The word is 
God’s power: “For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to 
s a l v a t i o n  f o r  e v e r y o n e  w h o 
believes…” (Romans 1:16). 
 
Paul further writes to the Romans, “For 
whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved. How then shall they call on Him in 
whom they have not believed? And how shall 
they believe in Him of whom they have not 
heard? And how shall they hear without a 
preacher?” (Romans 10:13-14). For souls to 
be saved, then, the word must be preached.  
 
Some religious denominations claim that 
God saves man through the direct speaking 
of the Holy Spirit. If this were true, there 
would be no need for a preacher to proclaim 
the word. People would be waiting for direct 
messages from the Holy Spirit. 
 
God has placed the responsibility of 
preaching the word on the shoulders of the 

church, which is the pillar and ground of the 
truth. “To the intent that now the manifold 
wisdom of God might be made known by the 
church to the principalities and powers in the 
heavenly places” (Ephesians 3:10). 
 
“But if I am delayed, I write so that you may 
know how you ought to conduct yourself in the 
house of God, which is the church of the living 
God, the pillar and ground of the truth” (1 
Timothy 3:15).  
 
Since God has chosen the church as the 
pillar and ground of the truth, then all man-
made organizations are eliminated—they 
have no legitimate spiritual headship, 
foundation, field, or work. Jesus is the head 
of His church, serving as its foundation.  
 
As well, Jesus is in unity with His church. 
The world is the field for the church and 
spreading the gospel is the work of the 
church—man-made organizations cannot 
conduct these two important works of the 
church with the same intent as the church 
does because they base their scope on the 
ideas of men. Such being the case, any man-
made organization is not necessary.   
 
From the first century to date, each church 
has remained autonomous; however, at 
times a number of churches combined their 
efforts for preaching the word without 
violating the Scriptures. They did not, 
however, form any special organization as 
we see in the denominational world today. 
 
The inspired words of Paul attest to this 
fact: several churches in unity sent money to 
a preacher: “Now you Philippians know also, 
that in the beginning of the gospel, when I 
departed from Macedonia, no church shared 
with me concerning giving and receiving, but 
you only. For even in Thessalonica you sent aid 
o n c e  a n d  a g a i n  f o r  m y 
necessities” (Philippians 4:15-16).  
 
He continues writing, “I robbed other 
churches, taking wages from them to minister 
to you” (2 Corinthians 11:8). 
 
A number of churches can do the same 
today. If a congregation cannot manage a 
work alone because of limited resources, 
then sister congregations can come in with a 
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helping hand. Their goal will be achieved without forming 
an unscriptural organization. 
 
The Church of Christ believes in preaching the word as 
taught in the Bible. This goal is achieved through a local 
congregation, and it is through the word preached that 
the lost are saved. 
 
 
OVERCOMING ANXIETY 
Luke Goad | Ozark, MO 

Editor’s Note: This is the second in a series of articles about 
how to deal with six different human emotions: anger, 
anxiety, failure, fear, grief, and loneliness. 
 
While the conveniences of our modern day have 
doubtlessly made life easier, they have not necessarily 
made it simpler. Now, more than ever, media 
and corporations are vying for our attention; 
and they have direct access to our lives 
through our many electronic devices.  
 
Our attention is a commodity to them, and 
they have grown especially good at getting it 
from us. Likewise, families are expected to 
juggle work, school, extracurriculars, leisure, and 
worship services while somehow still having family time 
and personal study time.  
 
How do we fit in all these activities, many of which rightly 
deserve our attention, without being overwhelmed or 
anxious? After all, Paul tells the Philippian brethren in 
Philippians 4:6, “Be anxious for nothing!” 
 
Paul, however, does not offer up a commandment 
without help in applying it, and he goes on to provide 
helpful insights into how we can be “anxious for 
nothing.” These words come from his closing remarks to 
the Philippians: 
 
 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! Let 
 your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. 
 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
 supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be 
 made known to God; and the peace of God, which 
 surpasses all  understanding, will guard your hearts and 
 minds through Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever 
 things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever 
 things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever 
 things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if 
 there is any virtue and if there is anything 
 praiseworthy—meditate on these things. The things 
 which you learned and received and heard and saw in 

 me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you 
 (Philippians 4:4-9 NKJV). 
 
Within these parting admonitions, Paul provides several 
ways in which Christians can overcome anxiety and enjoy 
peace in life. First, he emphatically calls upon us to 
rejoice! Joy is the foundation of peace. How can one be at 
peace when he or she is displeased with a situation? This 
joy, however, is not the result of achieving great status or 
wealth but the joy that only God’s people can have: the 
joy of being a Christian.  
 
How else could Paul go on to say in verses 11-13 of the 
same chapter, “... I have learned in whatever state I am, to 
be content: I know how to be abased, and I know how to 
abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to 
be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. I 
can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me” (NKJV). 
 
This contentment does not come from material gain but 
from the knowledge that we are Christ’s and, thus, are 
destined for salvation! With such contentment, we can 
ENDURE all things through Christ, as Paul did.  
 
Paul further implies (verses 6-7) that prayer is the best 
answer to anxiety. It makes sense, for when Jesus was in 
anguish awaiting his capture and crucifixion, He readied 
Himself by praying. In turning the things we cannot 
control over to God and having an attitude of “not my 
will, but Yours, be done,” we have the peace Paul talks 
about—the peace that surpasses all understanding. Truly, 
the world cannot understand the peace Christians can 
have, even in the face of persecution and death.  
 
Finally, Paul teaches in verses 8-9 that we are to meditate 
on and do those things that we know to be good. 
Following this instruction will not only keep us away 
from unnecessary time-killers like social media (that 
usually only help to increase anxiety in the long run) but it 
will help us to focus on and prioritize those things that 
truly matter. Often, a lack of prayer and meditation keeps 
our perspective clouded from these things.  
 
Making time for and truly focusing on doing those things 
that we know to be good will help us find peace and 
happiness. We may have less time for extracurriculars or 
leisure, but these are only time fillers or rather wasters, 
especially when they keep us from following God. Even 
our jobs can hinder us, and at times Christians have had 
to change careers to ensure their spiritual wellbeing. 
God’s way is the better way, however, as we have the 
promise that if we do these things, “the God of peace will 
be with you.” 
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FREE RESOURCES 

To request a free copy of any resource shown below, simply visit our website, www.letthebiblespeak.com/merchandise 
or send an email to unityseeker@hotmail.com. 

In Search of the Lord’s Church 
(24 page booklet) 

The Lord’s Supper 
Unity in One Loaf and One Cup 

(47 page booklet) 

The Truth Frees 
(six-lesson Bible study course) 

The Blood of the Lamb 
(13 page booklet) 
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