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August Topics 
8/2 Sermon #1259 
The Throne of Grace 

 
8/9 Sermon #1260 

God is Forgiving 
 

8/16 Sermon #1261 
Why Believe the 

Scriptures? 
 

8/23 Sermon #1262 
The Old Testament 

Canon 
 

8/30 Sermon #1263 
The Canon of Scripture 
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HEAVEN:  DO WE GO THERE 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER DEATH? 
Lester Kasambwe 
Blantyre, Malawi 

 
Questions about the afterlife have intrigued 
people in every age of time. And each time we 
have a Bible question like the one above, we 
must rely on the facts that we 
find in the Bible itself for the 
answers. 
 
“And as it is appointed for 
men to die once, but after this 
the judgment” (Hebrews 
9:27).  From this Scripture we 
understand that man is 
destined to face death.  Such being the case, 
we have a natural and intense curiosity about 
what happens immediately after death. 
 
For us to have a good picture of this topic, we 
take a look at one of the parables of Jesus: The 
Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 
16:19-31). We concentrate on verses 22-24 
where there has been a mention of Hades, the 
place where the souls of the two men in the 
parable went. According to Bible scholars, 
Hades means place of the departed souls: all 
the dead alike go into this place, and it is a 
place out of our sight.  
 
Based on the information given in the parable, 
Hades has two different sections within itself, 
the place of torment and the place of comfort, 
in some instances referred to as Paradise (Luke 
23:43). From the narration of Jesus, the rich 
man (in Hades) was in the section prepared for 
those who lived a wicked life while on this 
earth, a place full of torment and suffering (vs. 
23-25, 28); Lazarus, on the other hand, was in 
the section prepared for those who lived 
faithfully and righteously while on this earth. In 
this story this place is called Abraham’s bosom, 
a place of comfort (v. 25). 

 
Reading and analyzing this parable, we 
understand that Lazarus did not go to Heaven 
immediately after death. For us to be certain 
about this point, let us consider the second part 
of the scripture we quoted at the beginning, 
Hebrews 9:27 “… but after this the judgment.” 

 
Another related question is: Does judgment 
take place immediately after death? From what 
we have already read, the answer is NO. Acts 
17:31 tells us, “Because He has appointed a day 
on which He will judge the world in 
righteousness by the Man whom He has 
ordained… .” Take note: THE LORD APPOINTED 
A DAY!!!  
 
This is the day that each and every individual 
who has ever lived on earth will not miss: “For 
we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ…” (2 Corinthians 5:10). At this point, let 
us take a look on how the judgment itself is 
going to be executed. Notice Matthew 25:31-
46:  
 
All the nations will be gathered before Him, and 
He will separate them one from another, as a 
shepherd divides his sheep from goats. Then the 
King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, 
you blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world” (vs. 32-34). 
Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 
‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the 
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels” (v. 41).  
And these will go away into everlasting 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life 
(v. 46). 
 
Another account is recorded in Revelation 
20:11-15:  
 
The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and 
Death and Hades delivered up the dead who 
were in them. And they were judged, each one 
according to his works. Then death and Hades 
were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second 
death (vs. 13-14).  

 
From these two scriptures, we see a picture of 
the proceedings during the judgment. Matthew 
says all nations (people from all nations) are 
gathered, and John in the Revelation letter 
adds to the picture by saying the dead will also 
be judged. Note the dead are coming up from 
the sea and Hades, a temporary place. 

 
This account lets us know that those who are 
dead haven’t yet reached Heaven itself. The 
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righteous will all go to Heaven as a final destination upon 
completion of the final judgment, and the unrighteous will 
go to the place prepared for them for all eternity.                  
 
 
 
 
APPLICATION OF ROMANS 15:4 TO US TODAY 
Sam Garrison 
Salem Church of Christ 
Salem, Oregon 
 
Paul’s epistle to the Romans is widely considered the most 
comprehensive explanation of the gospel message in the 
Bible. By inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Paul 
diligently and methodically supports his 
propositions from what “is written”—the 
Old Testament—with some forty-six 
quotations and numerous other references. 
 
We find our subject verse near the end of 
his practical discourse regarding matters of 
liberty, which began in chapter 14. Having 
spoken against judging one another in such matters, Paul 
exhorts us to accept one another and pursue peace—in 
other words, he now exhorts us to imitate the selflessness of 
Christ: 
 
We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of 
the weak, and not to please ourselves. Let each of us please 
his neighbor for his good, leading to edification. For even 
Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, "The 
reproaches of those who reproached You fell on 
Me” (Romans 15:1-3). 
 
Notice, to confirm the truth of this aspect of Jesus’ life, Paul 
quotes from Psalm 69:9, a passage written nearly 1,000 
years before Jesus was born! By appealing to the poetic and 
prophetic words of King David, the apostle demonstrates a 
marvelous principle, as follows: 
 
For whatever things were written before were written for our 
learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope (Romans 15:4). 
 
In context, Paul certainly has the Old Testament in mind as 
the things “written before,” and this is not the first or only 
time he expresses the usefulness of the Scriptures in this 
manner. Concerning what is written about Abraham’s 
trusting faith, he says, “And therefore ‘it was accounted to 
him for righteousness.’ Now it was not written for his sake 
alone that it was imputed to him, but also for us. It shall be 

imputed to us who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our 
Lord from the dead” (Romans 4:22-24). 
 
In 1 Corinthians 10:11, regarding Israel’s experiences in the 
wilderness, he says, “Now all these things happened to them 
as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon 
whom the ends of the ages have come.” 
 
The value of the Old Testament cannot be measured. From 
its pages, we learn of God’s nature: His righteousness, 
holiness, love, and faithfulness. We learn of His moral 
standard for mankind, of man’s failure to meet that 
standard, and of God’s predetermined plan to redeem him 
from his sins through the Messiah.  
 
Furthermore, we can learn many valuable lessons from the 
experiences of people in the past, being encouraged by their 
faith and warned by their mistakes. There is great comfort in 
the Psalms and timeless wisdom in Proverbs. Finally, seeing 
how God accomplished His will and fulfilled all His promises 
throughout history should cause us to stand in awe of His 
wisdom and faithfulness. God’s enduring faithfulness, so well
-established by the Scriptures, prompt us to take comfort in 
all He has promised us in Christ. 
 
As Bible students, then, we recognize that the objectives of 
the Old Testament have their ultimate fulfillment in the 
person and work of Jesus Christ (John 1:17; Galatians 3:24), 
revealed and expounded in the New Testament. The Law of 
Moses is not, and was never intended to be, the law for 
Christians to keep (Colossians 2:14-16; Hebrews 8:6-13); and 
its commands have authority over us only so far as the New 
Testament specifies (1 Corinthians 9:8-10; 14:34; 1 Peter 
1:16). The fulfillment of the Old Testament Scriptures, 
however, does not diminish the benefits of studying them 
today.  
 
The Scriptures we have today include the completed New 
Testament. Even in the first century, Peter identifies the 
Spirit-inspired writings of Paul as Scripture (2 Peter 3:15-16). 
While the context of Romans 15:4 is clearly the Old 
Testament, Paul establishes a principle that, when 
considered along with other teaching in the New Testament, 
we can apply to the entirety of God’s Word, written for our 
learning. 
 
All Scripture is truth and is profitable for us (John 17:17; 2 
Timothy 3:16-17) but must be “handled accurately” (2 
Timothy 2:15—NASB). May the Spirit’s declaration in 
Romans 15:4 help us appreciate how all the Scriptures work 
together harmoniously to teach us patience, offer us 
comfort, and strengthen our hope. 
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FREE RESOURCES 

To request a free copy of any resource shown below, simply visit our website, www.letthebiblespeak.com/merchandise 
or send an email to unityseeker@hotmail.com. 

In Search of the Lord’s Church 
(24 page booklet) 

The Lord’s Supper 
Unity in One Loaf and One Cup 

(47 page booklet) 

The Truth Frees 
(six-lesson Bible study course) 

The Blood of the Lamb 
(13 page booklet) 
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