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LOVE THE BROTHERHOOD (PART 2) 
Heang Chanvanny 
PSC Church of Christ | Phnom Penh, Cambodia  

“Love” is a popular word that the Apostle 
Peter uses to express the feeling and 
relationships between people in a group: it 
can be between siblings, 
relatives, and/or friends. In 
Christianity, “love” refers to 
relationships between 
members of the body of 
Christ, either as individuals or 
as a collective group.  Peter 
includes this kind of love in his first epistle: 
"Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear 
God. Honor the king" (1 Peter 2:17).  
 
The reason “love” is so popular in 
Christianity is that we are all Christ’s 
disciples, and it is one of Jesus’ strongest 
commands: “A new commandment I give to 
you, that you love one another; as I have loved 
you, that you also love one another. By this all 
will know that you are My disciples, if you have 
love for one another” (John 13:34-35). 
 
The real question is: Is “love” only a feeling 
or does it involve actions?  James really 
answers this question in his discussion of 
the relationship between faith and works 
when he says, “… faith by itself, if it does not 
have works, is dead (James 2:17). Faith, then, 
must be demonstrated. The same is true for 
love for the brotherhood—we must 
demonstrate it as taught in these three 
points: 
 
Love the brotherhood by correcting errors.   
Correcting a fellow Christian when he or she 
sins does not mean we are being judgmental 
but actually means we care enough about 
his soul to help him. Paul teaches, “Brethren, 
if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you 
who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit 
of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also 
be tempted” (Galatians 6:1).  
 
As well, Jesus tells us what to do when a 
brother sins against us: “Moreover if your 
brother sins against you, go and tell him his 
fault between you and him alone. If he hears 
you, you have gained your brother” (Matthew 
18:15). 
 

 
The message of both passages is that it is 
not enough to say we love our brother: we 
must demonstrate that love by our actions. 
Just as James warns that faith without 
works is dead; so, we learn that a 
declaration of love for the brotherhood 
without a demonstration of that love 
accounts for nothing. 
 
Love the brotherhood by praying for one 
another.   
Prayer is a powerful tool in every part of our 
Christian lives, and we can show our love for 
the brotherhood by praying for peace and 
unity as well as by praying for each other 
personally. Paul writes, “Bear one another’s 
burdens, and so fulfill the law of 
Christ” (Galatians 6:2). And then he writes to 
the church in Colossae, “Continue earnestly 
in prayer, being vigilant in it with 
thanksgiving” (Colossians 4:2).  
 
Along with this teaching, the Apostle John 
writes of the promise from God: “Now this is 
the confidence that we have in Him, that if we 
ask anything according to His will, He hears 
us” (1 John 5:14). We add the following 
teaching from James, “The effective, fervent 
prayer of a righteous man avails 
much” (James 5:13-16). 
 
Prayer is a wonderful blessing that we 
sometimes overlook as we attempt to 
resolve issues that arise within the 
brotherhood. Our love for one another as a 
brotherhood is demonstrated by our 
prayers, even when no one sees or hears us. 
Our prayers matter! 
 
Love the brotherhood by helping those in 
need.  
We might say we love everyone in Christ; if 
so, we can show it by helping those in need.  
It is said in James 2 that love and faith must 
be demonstrated in works. Love without 
works is not “profitable.” Jesus speaks of 
the scene at judgment, describing the time 
when He will gather all nations to Him and 
separate them, “as a shepherd divides his 
sheep from the goats” (Matthew 15:31-32). 
His listeners are confused by what He says, 
and they ask Him: 
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 ‘When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked  
 and clothe You?  Or when did we see You sick, or in prison,  
 and come to You?’  And the King will answer and say to 
 them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to 
 one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to 
 Me’ (Matthew 25:38-40). 
 
Conclusion: 
Do we love Jesus our Lord? If we do, we will do as Jesus 
commands: “A new commandment I give to you, that you 
love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one 
another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you 
have love for one another” (John 13:34-35). 
 
BIBLICAL PREDESTINATION 
Carter Stephens 
Brookside Church of Christ | Nashville, TN 

 
When reading through the Scriptures, people are often 
confused about the doctrine of predestination. When we 
hear the word “predestination,” we think of 
the doctrine that is common in belief 
systems such as Reformed Calvinism.  
 
Within Calvinism, this doctrine is known as 
Unconditional Election, a belief stating that 
the only way a person can ever be saved is if 
God selects him or her for salvation. 
According to this doctrine, God, through His sovereign 
decision and will, choses who is destined to go to Heaven 
and who is destined to go to Hell.  In simple terms, before 
time began, God pre-selected the individuals who are to be 
saved and those who are to be lost.  
 
If this doctrine is true, then it dramatically impacts the 
way we view salvation, election, justification, and eternity. 
Does the Bible really teach this doctrine? Is our eternal 
destiny fixed, or is it conditional upon the choices we 
make? 
 
The Bible does speak of predestination; however, it is not 
the same predestination that is defined above. Look at 
Ephesians 1:1-12, where the Apostle Paul is writing to 
members of the church at Ephesus in Asia Minor. In verse 
4, he states that God has “chosen us in Him before the 
foundation of the world…” (NKJV). Then, in verse 5, he states 
plainly that God has predestined us “to adoption as sons by 
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His 
will.”  
 
The word “predestined” in the Greek is proorisas 
(προορισας), which comes from two other Greek words that 

mean “to determine” and “before,” respectively. Proorisas 
is also defined by Strong as “to decide beforehand.”  
 
The Bible is teaching that before time began, God decided 
to set in place a Plan of Salvation, whereby sinners who 
believe in and obey His Son would be saved.  As Brother 
Glen Osburn so simply and appropriately puts it, “God 
predestined the plan, not the man.” (Contending for the 
Faith Commentary, Osburn 177).  
 
When the Bible speaks of predestination, it is not speaking 
of the Calvinistic concept that is so popular today. God has 
provided a plan for our salvation, but it remains a choice as 
to whether each of us will obey it.  Our choices in life 
(through free will) determine our eternal destiny.   
 
 Look at John 10:1-9, where Jesus speaks of how the 
“sheep” (people) who come to the “fold of the sheep” (the 
Church) by way of “the Door” (Christ) will be saved. Jesus 
specifically says in verse 1 that those who do not enter the 
Church through Him are the same as thieves and robbers, 
indicating there is a choice every person has to make that 
will affect his or her salvation.  That choice is whether or 
not a person will go through Jesus and enter the sheepfold.  
 
In Deuteronomy 11:26-28, God tells the people of Israel 
what will happen if they choose to obey Him and what will 
happen should they choose to disobey Him. These passages 
further the point that man has a free will choice to follow 
the commandments and requirements that God gives or 
not to follow them.  
 
We can see from Jesus’ words in John 10, as well as in other 
passages such as one in the book of Mark, that the 
salvation of individuals is conditional rather than being 
predestined: 
 
  He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who      
 does not believe will be condemned (Mark:16:16). 
 
God did not predestine individuals to be saved or lost 
before time began, but He made salvation conditional upon 
the choice to obey Jesus. The writer of Hebrews speaks of 
Jesus, saying, “And having been perfected, He became the 
author of eternal salvation to all those who obey 
Him” (Hebrews 5:9). 
 
We can see the Bible says nothing about the Unconditional 
Election of Calvinism. The Bible does teach predestination, 
not of individuals but of the group of people who would 
choose to believe in, submit to, and surrender to His Son 
Jesus Christ.  
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